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NURSING NOTES 


WHERE ARE THEY ? 

S it a fact (it has been stated more than once 

lately) that there are still many nurses who do 
not know that they are wanted at this crisis? 
We understand that the Matrons-in-Chief at the 
War Office are glad to hear from all fully qualified 
nurses, while the Joint War Committee is relaxing 
its rule as to training so far as to accept nurses 
with three years’ training at a hospital of not less 
than fifty beds. 

EMERGENCY CERTIFICATES. 

In view of the probability of their services being 
required, the British Red Cross Society is ad- 
vising that all women between the ages of 23 and 
38 who have had three months’ practical work 
in a hospital should take the examinations in 
First Aid and Home Nursing arranged by St. 
John Ambulance and the Red Cross. Under the 
special circumstances they can do this without 
waiting to attend the usual course of lectures, 
and can take these examinations at once. If they 
obtain their certificates they are assured that they 
will be found useful somewhere. 

The work of the Matron-in-Chief at the War 
Office has béen unnecessarily added to recently 
owing to the fact that V.A.D. members have not 





yet grasped the necessity of applying 
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the military hospitals and not t 
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French free of charg: 


Miss 


opportu 
been brought to 
] ‘lasses on 
Tuesdays and Fridays from 38 p.m., and 
nurses wishing to join her classes should send her 
a postcard to 60 South Audley Street, W The 
Women’s Emerg ney Corps, 8-10 York Place, 
Baker Street, W., have teacher from 
Paris (a well-known sculptor) and would be glad 
to hear from as to what hour would suit 
them best These will be held at the 
offices of the Corps 
SALARIES OF NURSES. 

In replying to Mr. Edmund Owen’s recent letter 
to The Nation on the question of the reduction 
of nurses’ salaries to £1 a week by the Joint War 
Committee, Miss Barbara Ross writes :— 

“T consider this reduction is most unjust, when, to 
my own personal knowledge, the said Society pays, 
at any rate some, of its chauffeurs, doing ordinary 
routine work (not at the front) the sum of £2 2s. 
per week, plus board and lodging and uniforms. 
It seems to me a pity that the Society which, as 
Mr. Owen states, is trustee of the funds that the 
public has so generously subscribed, has seen fit 
to economise so rigidly in the salaries of already 
badly paid, hard-working, and splendid women, 
when greater economies might better have been 
effected had more supervision been exercised over 
such things as the expenditure of petrol, tyres, 
hire of rooms and hotels, &c., and general man- 
agement. But such injustice, perhaps, is only to 
be expected when the administration thereof is 
chiefly in the hands of totally untrained members 
of the aristocracy, assisted by secretariats consist- 
ing largely of artists, doctors, musicians, and other 
patriotic but unsuited persons.” 

LABOUR EXCHANGES AND NURSES. 

Ir is a matter of importance to trained nurses 
that those wanting posts may be included in the 
registers of professional women kept at the Board 
of Trade Labour Exchanges, and it is of still 
greater importance to know that every care is 
now being taken to verify their professional 
efficiency. We understand that careful inquiries 
are made into the training of every professional 
woman who wishes to have her name put on the 
special registers and that a woman officer of high 
standing in the Board of Trade has been detailed 
to deal with this side of the work. Nurses will 
welcome this assurance that members of their 
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profession who apply for work through this means 
must come up to the required standard before 
they can be employed. They should apply in the 
first case either personally to their local Labour 
Exchange, or by letter to the Central Office, Queen 
Anne’s Chambers, Westminster. 

AT THE INDIAN HOSPITAL. 

THE ignorance of the lay public on nursing 
matters is again evidenced in the Press reports 
of the visit to Lady MHardinge Hospital for 
Indians at Brockenhurst. One of the daily 
papers says that the nurses “‘ do not do any nurs- 
ing, but have charge of the domestic and sanitary 
work of the institution,’’ thus conveying the im- 
pression that the nurses’ work is not in the wards 
at all. While it is true that nursing in Indian 
hospitals differs from that in ordinary English 
hospitals, the difference is not between nursing 
and no nursing. The nurses supervise the work 
of the native staff, else why appoint trained nurses 
at all? Why not women (or men) trained in 
domestic and sanitary subjects? 


SMALL HOSPITALS. 

WE are glad to see that the view which we 
have advocated—that the multiplication of small 
hospitals for the wounded is undesirable, lead- 
ing to confusion and lack of proper control— 
is taken by a correspondent in the British Medical 
Journal of Feb. 27. As it is impossible, he says, 
“‘for the Royal Army Medical Corps, with their 
multifarious other duties, to exercise much super- 
vision over numerous small hospitals scattered all 
over a county, it comes about that these hospitals 
may be practically uncontrolled.’’ . 

He suggests the appointment in every county 
of a medical Red Cross inspector to report on 
every private or Red Cross hospital before it 
obtains recognition either from the Red Cross or 
the War Office, and to pay subsequent occasional 
visits to see that the standard has been main- 
tained. This inspector should co-operate with the 
local medical officers of health ‘‘ who at present 
often seem to have little say in the matter, for 
their approval does not seem always to be sought. 
If there be no objection to such a course, those 
hospitals which at present have nothing to do 
with the Red Cross might well be notified that 
they are now subject to the inspection suggested.”’ 

The writer of the article adds—what we have 
also said already—that ‘“‘ much time, money, and 
work has been expended in the equipment of 
premises which cannot be really well adapted for 
hospital purposes.”’ ‘ 

Our own suggestion would be that in additjon 
to medical inspectors a travelling matron should 
be appointed to visit and report on the nursing 
at every little hospital in the kingdom. If this 
were done we should soon hear the last of the 
“‘ untrained matron’’ who has caused so much 
trouble since the war began. 


A RUSSIAN NURSE V.C. 
WE hear much of the heroism of nurses at this 
time, both of those who lose their lives while 
nursing the wounded near the battlefield—as did 


' - 
| the brave Dutch nurse, Miss Vecht 





and of others 
who have died while fighting disease in Serbia. 
Now we are told by our Russian correspondent 
how a gallant Russian nurse won the Cross of St. 
George, the Russian V.C. 

While tending thé wounded-on the battlefield 
the nurse saw the regimental colours lying beside 
a stricken man. Noticing that a sauad of German 
cavalry was approaching. she had the great pres- 
ence of mind to tear the colours from their pole, 
and lifting up her dress wrap them round her 
as a petticoat. A few minutes later she was 
seized by the Germans and taken prisoner. After 
a few weeks, however, they let her go, happily 
without discovering her regimental “ petticoat,” 
which she brought back safely to the Russian 
Army. 

A QUIET DAY FOR NURSES. 
Tue Nurses’ Missionary League has arranged 


a Quiet Day for Nurses to be held on March 23rd 


at St. James’s Church, Piccadilly. There will be 
Holy Communion at 6 a.m. and 9.15 a.m. The 
morning and afternoon sessions, from 10-12.30 
and 2.15—4.30, will be conducted by the Rev. D. C. 
Woodhouse, the subjects of addresses being: The 
Purpose of the Day; The Present Opportunity— 
the open door; Our Failures—the closed door; 
The Power Available—the living Christ; The Life 
in Christ. At 5.30 there will be shortened Evening 
Prayer, and at 7.30 a short service with address 
on “Abiding in Christ” by the Rector, the Rev. 
W. Temple. All nurses will be weleome. 


A NOBLE PROFESSION. 

REFERRING to the death of Miss Jobson 
(matron of Belford Hospital, Fort William) 
which we announced on Feb. 27 a lay journal 
says :— 

“She will long be remembered in the sphere 
of her labours for her dignified bearing, for her 
solicitude towards all suffering, and for her un- 
tiring efforts to help the distressed. Such lives 
as hers ennoble a noble profession, and around 
her memory there will remain the savour of a 
lasting fragrance.’’ 

“LIVING OUT” IN HOLLAND. 

Tue directors of the Binnen and Wilhelmina 
Hospitals in Amsterdam, who wished to try the 
“living out ’’ system for nurses, requested those 
of their nurses who preferred the system to send 
in their names. - None of the 1st and 2nd class 
certificated nurses accepted the offer; the salaries 
being too small. The sums offered were £70 to 
the Ist class nurses and about £60 for those of 
the second division. Attempts to increase these 
sums were found impracticable. The suggestion 
of Nosokémos that female nurses should receive 
the same payment as male nurses, if living out, 
was met by a decided negative from the Municipal 
Council and the Mayor of Amsterdam. They did 
not consider the arrangement in the best interests 
of the hospitals. But the question of finance was 
the real barrier, and nothing more can be done at 
present. Nosokémos hopes to see the scheme 
realised at some future time. 
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“ CARRYING ON.” 

Ir district nurses are sometimes inclined to 
feel that their work is dull in comparison with 
that of the nurses at the Front or in the military 
hospitals at home they should remind themselves 
that their work is just as much a national duty 
as nursing the soldiers. Indeed in one district 
we have in mind the nurses have for some time 
had soldier patients; and apart from this, the 
nursing of the mothers and babies is more than 
ever important now that so many lives are being 
sacrificed in the war. If this paragraph should 
be read by any district nurse who wants to “go 
to the Front” and cannot, let her take courage. 
Her “daily round ’’ is just as necessary to the 
carrying on of the Empire as any other form of 
nursing can be, even under the most exciting of 
conditions. 


FIRST NORTHERN GENERAL HOSPITAL. 

WE give in this issue an impression of the fine 
work done at the Territorial Hospital in New- 
castle. A special feature of the institution is the 
clever and economical way it has been adapted, 
and in this connection Poor Law nurses will 
be proud to know that the matron, Miss 
Preston, was trained at Whitechapel Infirmary 
and was matron at Newcastle Union Infirmary 
before she took up the matronship of Mile End, 
a post which is being kept open for her while she 
is on Territorial service. The organisation of such 
a huge institution is a herculean task, and we 
congratulate the medical and nursing staffs on the 
result. 

MORE HOME NURSES WANTED. 

Miss Swirr asks us to say that she wants 
more nurses for the home hospitals. They should 
apply to St. John’s Gate, Clerkenwell, E.C 





“SISTER” 
‘Tommy is back for a lie in bed, 
Co be patched and petted, nursed and fed 
Safe for a time from the distant storm, 
Berthed in hospital, snug and warm. 


“Sister ’’ has taken him under her wing— 
She’s a white-capped, slender slip of a thing, 
She has frank eyes and capable hands, 

And a job that she thoroughly understands. 


‘‘Sister’’ is merry and fond of chaff, 

But she knows when to pity and when to laugh. 
She helps him through with his bit of pain, 
And makes him feel his own man again. 


She washes and brushes and makes him sman, 

Till the sight of him gladdens her orderly heart, 
And Tommy’s a good little boy once more, 
Though he stands six-foot on the well-scrubbed floor. 


Special favours she grants to none, 
She loves and mothers them every one, 
And parts from her boys with real regret; 
They don’t say much—but they won’t forget! 
Jesste Pope, 
In the ‘‘Daily Mail.” 





EVENTS OF THE WEEK 





7 ¢ 10¢ 19] 

“T° HE Allied Fleet renewed the bombardment of t) 
| Dardanelles, 10 miles of which are now f 
mines. The bombardment continues, and part of the 
fleet is firing from the Gulf of Saros across the isthmus 
at Gallipoli An observation§ station |! een 
destroyed and an oil depot 4 guns ha peen 
destroyed. 

The Russians have taken the Lut 
Khopan in the Black Sea 

The Germans took a trench north r A st 
it again the next day. The Allies ther ule further 
progress there, and also in riun I { rl s 
have again bombarded Rhein 

[The French continue their advance in Champagin 
where in one engagement two regiments I the 
Prussian Guard suffered severely. The F: h have 
also made progress at Perthes rhe fighti: 1 A ‘ 


is very fierce, no quarter being given 


In the eastern frontier the Germans have nvested 
Ossoviec, and are trying to advance on Grodno The 
Russians are attacking at Lomza. Cher: herce 
fighting in Galicia and along the Carpathians I'he 


Russians have entered Stanislau and crossed the 
Lukwa. Many Austrian prisoners have been taken it 
the Carpathians, and Russians are returning to the 
Bukowina. 


A Zeppelin was blown down at ( we and 
destroyed. A French airman destroyed the | wder 
magazines at Rottweil in Wiurtemburg. A German 
aeroplane was brought down near Verdun 

Several British aeroplanes dropped bombs the 
submarine base and military headquarters at Ostend 

British destroyers sunk the German submarine U 8 
in the Channel, and took oflicers and crew prisoners 


Owing to therr acts of piracy, these prisoners will be 
placed under special restrictions. Another German 
submarine was sunk in the Channel by the ss. 7'hordi 

of Manchester, and the ss. Alston on its way from 
West Hartlepool to the River Plate als reports havin 


sunk one, 


The King has conferred the Distinguished Service 
Order on Captain Propert ot the 6s Laertes, for 
having defied and escaped from a German submarine, 
and on Lieutenant Kinneir, R.N.R.. of the ss. Ortega, 
for’ having safely steered his ship through an un 
charted and dangerous channel to escape German 


battleships. 
The King paid a visit to the Grand Fleet 


The strikers on the Clyde are going back to work, 
but not willingly. The Government has taken thei! 
case to arbitration 

A French liner, Za Touraine, caught fire in the 


Atlantic, Kut other ships hurried to her assistance, 
and the fire is now extinguished. 

Fierce fighting has taken place between an Indian 
expeditionary force and Turkish troops near the 
Persian Gulf. 

There is a crisis in Greece owing to the resignation 
of the Prime Minister; the Royal Family are said to 
have pro-German sympathies, while the nation desires 
to side with the Allies. 

The Admiralty statement shows that from February 
28th to March 3rd the so-called ‘‘blockade” by 
Germany has not resulted in the loss of any British 
or neutral ships, although 805 vessels arrived at home 
ports and 609 departed. Just lately, however, the ss 
Bengrove was torpedoed off Ilfracombe, and the 
Guernsey mail steamer Lydia narrowly escaped a tor 
pedo. Three British boats were torpedoed on Tuesday 

A British squadron from the East Indies has bom 
barded Smyrna and other ports on the Turkish coast 
in Asia Minor. 

Messrs. Lyons and Co., Ltd., the well-known 
caterers, have been fined £50 and £70 costs for supply- 
ing bad meat to the troops at the White City 
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CONVALESCENCE 

URSES seem to feel that caring for a con- 

valescent is not “nursing,” but there they 
are mistaken. After a serious illness it takes a 
long time to restore the patient to perfect health, 
some function may need the close watching which 
only trained eyes can give, and it is not beneath 
the dignity of the nurse to remain, and keep watch 
until every part is once more in perfect working 
order. Many nurses feel that it is not nursing to 
amuse a patient, but it is nursing to help him on 
to the healthy plane from which he has fallen, to 
play games with an invalid, to read with him, 
to walk or ride or travel with him, and to watch, 
always to watch, that the dreaded symptom does 
not appear, that the one part which still needs 
care gets it. 

When a temperature has to be taken but once 
a day, or when the doctor only makes visits twice 
a’ week, when all the routine of the sick-room 
gives way to a more natural atmosphere, many 
nurses do not feel at ease, they do not read aloud 
pleasantly, they do not care for books, and, if the 
patient asks for this amusement, the reading is a 
torment to the nurse, and I imagine it does not 
afford much pleasure to the listener. A nurse once 
gave me a graphic description of her efforts to 
read “ Romola ” to a convalescent typhoid patient. 
The poor nurse knew nothing of Florence or of 
the Italian language, and her struggles over the 
foreign words in that book must have been funny 
enough. Her patient was not much edified—of 
that I am certain. Ifa nurse does not read aloud 
understandingly, she should make every effort to 
learn. She thereby increases her usefulness, and 
makes herself more acceptable to her patients. 
She adds to her.own value. She is worth more. 
No nurse can tell when this method of passing the 
weary hours will be required of her as it is almost 
certain that a patient of intelligence will ask for 
some mental refreshment. 

Another pleasant way to pass the weary hours 
of convalescence is by playing games with 
your patient. I am sure no training school 
for nurses has added the study of cribbage, 
bezique, chess, draughts, backgammon, or 
dominoes to its curriculum. All these are two- 
handed games, the playing of which will help the 
convalescent to forget himself and his past illness 
and present weakness. The nurse, if she knows 
only one game that is unfamiliar to the patient, 
gives him new thoughts while she teaches him, 
and it is quite astonishing how much pleasure 
such simple things can give both to teacher and 
pupil. I would suggest that nurses in their club- 
houses or homes could profitably fill somé vacant 
evenings practising these two-handed games. I 
am sure they would never regret the time so 
spent. 

If the convalescent is a woman, the means of 
amusing her are more varied and more congenial 
perhaps. In addition to reading aloud and playing 
games, there is the vast realm of “fancy work,” 
where most women feel at home. It is a pity so 
few nowadays know anything about knitting, 
crochetting or tatting—many do not even know 





which is which. A lady -asked me very inno- 
cently, not long ago, how I could tell the differ- 
ence between knitting and cfochetting! Since 
Irish crochet has returned to favour, many women 
have once more taken up their crochet needles 
The nurse who can deftly turn her hand to these 
dainty arts, and can teach them to her patient, 
or any of the patient’s family, has the means of 
making herself a very acceptable companion, apart 
from her nursing skill. Embroidery is very fas- 
cinating, and appeals to every woman. A dainty 
little garment for your patient, embroidered while 
you watch her return to health, will be long 
treasured by her. For a nurse, what art, what 
accomplishment can she have that will not help 
some poor invalid, that will not shorten the weary 
hours for some sick body, or bring consolation to 
a weary soul? A perfect nurse is one who brings 
eomfort to her patient; the more comfort the 
nurse brings, the more successful she is. The 
ability to talk well, when talk is needed, to read 
well, to amuse understandingly, to meet each 
need of the invalid wisely as it presents itself, 
this is to be the ideal nurse.—American Journal 
of Nursing. 








COMFORTS FOR THE WOUNDED 


Muffler and Sleeping Hood Combined. 
HREE-QUARTERS of a pound of khaki fleecy wool 
with a bone crochet hook are required for this useful 

article. 

The muffler is about two yards long and half a yard 
wide. When used as a sleeping hood there are patent 
fasteners on the centre at each side, which close the edges 
in order to form the hood. By pulling the ends the hood 
can be immediately undone, and resolves itself into the 
muffler again. 

Alternate rows of long-connected trebles and de form 
the muffler. Make a half-yard length of ch stitches, turn 
and work the first row of dc into these chs, making 1 ch 
at the beginning of every row of dc.—Second row (the 
“long connected trs”), 5 ch, draw a loop through the 
fourth, third, second, and first ch and retain them on the 
needle, draw a loop through next dc, you have now six 
loops on the needle, thread over the hook and through 
next two loops on the needle, thread over the hook and 
through next two, and so on, working off two at a time 
until the six are finished. Look back on this stitch and 
you will see four horizontal threads crossing it. Raise a 
loop through each of these four bars and retain them on 
the needle, draw a loop through next dc, you have again 
six loops on the needle, which you work off as before: 
repeat to the end of the row. The next and each suc 
ceeding alternate row is de worked through both portions 
of the top stitch. Finish with a row of de. 

For the fringe you wind the thread around a piece of 
cardboard 8 inches deep. Cut one end, then take the 
threads one by one, fold in two, draw the loop through 
the top of a de with the crochet hook, insert the two ends 
through the loop and draw up closely. In this way fringe 
each dc at both ends. Then knot the fringe in the usual 
way for two rows. 

Six patent fasteners are sewn near the edge at one side 
after folding the muffler in two to get the centre, placing 
corresponding halves of the fasteners at the end of the dc 
rows about 1} inches from the extreme edge. The front 
edge is then rolled back to make the hood fit the head 
comfortably.—The Queen. 








Comrorts for the Territorial Hospitals, garments or 
gifts such as_matches, soap, towels, washing gloves, &c., 
should be sent to the Hon. Mrs. Tufton, 34 Eccleston 
Square, London, S.W. 
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TERRIBLE CONDITIONS IN 
One Nurse To Nine Hunprep PAtients: 


(A Letter from Nish from Miss 


agg is in need of help most desperately 


in every way but there is no denying the 
fact that those coming out risk their lives. 
Typhus is the worst enemy at present; thirty-six 
doctors and several nurses have already fallen 
victims. The conditions of living are decidedly 
trying to English women, baths are unheard of, 
and the sanitary arrangements too appalling for 
words. The food question too is a difficult 
one; except fowls and meat, which are amazingly 
cheap, provisions are very expensive—butter is 
unheard of, tea 26s. per pound, jam about three 
francs a pound, so that it is a good plan to lay 
in at Salonika a stock of these things, including 
biscuits and chocolate. We came prepared for 
very cold weather, but the days have been de- 
lightfully warm and in a few weeks it will prob- 
ably be very hot. 

The state of the hospitals is almost beyond 
description. The units under Mr. Berry and 
Captain Bennett are some distance beyond Nish, 
I believe all the British units are further up 
the line and run on a very much better 
scale than any of the Serbian Red Cross, 
but there was so much need of help in Nish 
that in spite of the discomfort, and against the 
advice of Monsieur Patchisch, the Prime Minister, 
who wanted us to go further up, we decided to 
stay here. 

There are nine reserve hospitals about the town; 
I am attached to No. 2 Reserve and you will 
understand how hopeless things are when I tell 
you that I am the only trained nurse for over 
900 patients. There are two untrained assistants. 
All the orderlies are Austrian prisoners and several 
of the surgeons also Austrians. It is amazing 
that there is simply no feeling of animosity or 
bitterness between these Austrians and the Serbs. 
The hospital appointments are nil—the bedding 
too terrible for words, straw mattresses, an un- 
covered filthy pillow, the dirtiest sheet, and one 
dirty blanket is the outfit for each bed. Of course 
some of the patients have frightful bedsores. 
The Serbian men are simply splendid; it is a 
pleasure to do anything for them, and one’s only 
regret is one cannot do more. They are so grate- 
ful and considerate and so good to each other. 
The only redeeming feature about the hospital 
is the food, which is excellent and plentiful, but 
I would give my soul for bed-linen, sheets, shirts 
and pyjamas. There seems to be a better supply 
of dressings, but of course we have to be most 
economical. 

At Gievgyli, we went up to an American hos- 
pital. Seven sisters went there about two months 
ago, and four are now down with typhus and also 
some doctors. In one ward alone I saw 200 
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SERBIA 

PATIENTS DyING ON THE FLOOR 
Alle nder. née yy, Our \ 
patients, some in beds O1 the floor still 
in the clothes they had be brought n, some 
dying and SOTLIE dead ! Her hh Nis] ] believe 
there are over a hundred corpses lying up at the 
cemetery awaiting bur! had some le there tor 
davs 

Accommodation is most difficult to cbtain: we 
have one room in a private house, about a mile 


and a half from the hospital, to which we walk 
every day.* Sisters O’Brien and MacEwan who 
have been working at No. 2 Reserve have left 
for London. Both these women seem to have 
done splendid work out here, and everyone speaks 
most highly of them. 

The Erin unit (Captain Bennett’s) came up 
from Salonika by the same train as we did. They 
had a most enjoyable trip over, seemed very 
happy, and had a very capable woman at their 
head. Miss Sandys arrived to day. I hear about 
sixteen of her packages have gone astray on the 
way. It is almost useless sending anything out 
here unless it is under someone’s especial care; 
things by post rarely reach their destinations. 


AN 5$.0.8. CALL FOR SERBIA 


“T°HE pitiful conditions in Serbia are graphically 

described by a special correspondent of the Daily 
News, who has visited many of the hospitals. He makes 
special mention of the splendid work that is being done 
by the American hospital at. Gievgyli, where there are 
fourteen hundred Serbian soldiers under the care of Dr 
James Donnelly. The hospital is established in a large 
building once used as the tobacco fact ry ot Abdul Hamid 
of Turkey. Six American doctors and twelve American 
nurses have taken charge of this building. They were 
assisted by three Serbian doctors, and now after two 
months of heroic work three American doctors and three 
Serbian doctors and three American nurses are down with 
fever. 

**Those doctors and those nurses,’’ says the writer, ‘‘ have 
done, and are doing, angels’ work. Always the flotsam 
and jetsam of war—wounds, and the sickness which 
accompanies war—float down stream their way, and day 
and night they are at hand to render aid. Doctors 
and nurses were weary eyed; struggling against the human 
tide which still surges into the erstwhile tobacco factory. 
Three doctors now carry on the battle against the misery, 
assisted by nine nurses.” He adds, ‘‘Dr. Donnelly asked 
me to send to the world an §.O.S. call. I do so, for 
there is work here for humanity to do.” 

In response to our call for nurses for the fever hospital 
which is being organised by the Serbian Relief Com 
mittee, 300 nurses applied, and from these a careful selec 
tion has been made by Lady Grogan and Miss Macqueen. 
It is hoped that the unit may be ready to leave shortly. 
It will probably work in tents with provision for 200 beds. 

Dr. Moon (who has gone to locate the fever hospital) 
and the nurses who accompanied him arrived last week at 
Salonika. The journey through Italy was rather trying, 
but the nurses bore it very cheerfully. It is good to 
learn that the health of Lady Paget’s staff is now satis 
factory. Cases of fever are removed at once, and the 
surgical work is going on as usual 
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THE ist NORTHERN GENERAL HOSPITAL 
SPLENDID WORK AT NEWCASTLE 
LL that the visitor carries away from a twi Ist Northern are to be congratulated on the fact 
hours’ walk through the Ist Northern | that they have achieved similar excellent results 
General Hospital, Newcastle, is a confused im- with a minimum ot! expenditure. The y have 
pression of long corridors, wide staircases, and an_| denied themselves dainty hospital lockers, using 


endless number of wards. There are 54 wards, 
some large and some small, some in white dis- 
temper and some with oak paneis, and in orde 
to reach them one goes up wide flights of stairs 
Everywhere there is an impression of cleanliness, 
light, and cheer, helped by a plentiful supply of 
flowers. Many of the windows look over the green 
spaces of the town moor. 

Although known now as Al, A2, &c., 
doors still bear the more interesting 
“Botany,” “ Naval Architecture,’ 
the hospital is housed in Armstrong College, the 
science school of Durham University. It 
tunate that so large and well adapted a building 
was available, and a great feature of the hospital 
is the practical and economical way in which it 
has been turned to its present purpose. While 
some authorities on emergency hospitals have de- 
manded extensive reconstruction, the staff of the 
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names o! 
and so on, tor 
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(MATRON) 








AND 


chairs with undershelves; and until recently the 
operationg in tke theatre were done on a plai 
wooden table. Although there is now the latest 
shining metal model, we prophesy that it will be 
difficult to the of the past few 
months. Seven hundred operations have already 
been done and 9 000 patients have passed through 
the hospital. Even in thei atre it has only been 
necessary to put in basins and taps, and in the 


whole building there have only been slight addi- 


pJain 


excel results 


tions, such as sinks, cupboards, and lavatories. 
\ bath shed has been put up in the courtyard. 
Block C the art section, been very 
cleverly adapted. It contains ward for officers. 
The whole nursing staff do their heavy duties 
cheerfully and well. Even those who have come 
from the more luxurious form of private nursing 
have adapted themselves to conditions which are 
naturally arduous. With 54 wards and miles of 
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Photo. Chas. Nicol Newcastle. 
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corridors, health and strength are a necessity, and 
we are not surprised to learn that at the beginning 
23 of the staff had to be rejected on medical 


grounds... There are now 111 nurses and 745 
beds, of which 112 beds are at the Newcastle 


Royal Infirmary. 

There is talk of building another temporary 
block in the grounds, so that the pressure on the 
receiving room may be lessened. Sometimes 80 to 
100 stretcher cases have come in on short notice, 
and the average is 60 a day. Many of the cases 
are pneumonia, influenza, or other sickness or 
accident among the troops at home. 

Those who have not done it cannot realise what 
it means to scrub out such an enormous building 
and get ready hundreds of beds. The matron 
finds the orderlies splendidly helpful and willing, 
and she and the sisters spend much time in giving 
them lectures and further training. 

Although the building has an office and sitting- 
room for the matron, and small sitting-rooms for 
the sisters and nurses, there is no sleeping accom- 
modation for the staff, of whom 61 are accom- 
modated at the Grand Hotel close by, and 50 at 
the Metropole. They take all their meals at the 
hotels except tea and night nurses’ meals, which 
are sent in. 

The Principal Matron is Miss E. C. Brown, of 
the Royal Victoria Infirmary. 

The commissariat is of course under military 
control, and by special permission there are two 
women cooks to assist the sergeant cook of the 
R.A.M.C. 

As they recover the soldiers are sent to con- 
valescent hospitals in the country, and we are 
glad to learn that these are all inspected by the 
medical officers. 








EXAMINATION CRITICISMS 


8 it is undoubtedly useful to nurses to hear criticisms 

of work done in examinations, we note that in the 
examination of trained nurses under the Cape Province 
Medical. Council, the remarks on written papers are as 
follows :— 

“Good on the whole, but there were indications that a 
good deal of the knowledge taken in had not been properly 
digested and assimilated. Evidence of lack of training 
in systematising facts and putting them down in clear and 
concise form. Several candidates evidently did not read 
and understand the questions before answering them. 
Writing and composition on the whole good. Spelling 
of common technical terms weak in many cases. Only 
about half the candidates could spell ‘ phthisis’ correctly, 
and there was also a good deal of difference of opinion 
about the spelling of ‘pleural’ and ‘ pharynx.’”’ 

On the oral and practical examination :—‘‘ Results on 
the whole disappointing. Bandaging and splints only 
moderate, and in several cases distinctly poor. First aid 
extremely poor. The majority of candidates showed sur- 
prising ignorance and helplessness in dealing with com- 
monly occurring emergencies such as poisoning, hemor- 
rhage, snake bite, drowning, and so forth. Drugs, pre- 
scriptions, &c., were very poor, even as regards the 
simplest points. The majority of the candidates did 
not know the number of grains in a drachm, and only 
three were able to measure, with the assistance of pencil 
and paper, a 15 grain dose out of a stock bottle of one 
drachm to the ounce. Elementary anatomy was fair, with 
two or three exceptions. Cookery was poor, although the 
more or less routine cookery question in the paper was 





fairly well answered. The majority did not know the 
difference, as regards both method and object, between 
boiling and stewing a piece of meat. Urine testing was 
excellent.”-—South African Medical Record. 








“ONLY WANTED TO SET A LEG!” 


HOSPITAL matron tells an amusing story of a 
A society woman who came to her asking to be taken 
into the wards for a short training. ‘I don’t want to 
come as a probationer,” she said, ‘‘all I want to do is to 
set a leg!”’ 

“Are you aware,” said the matron, with a twinkle in 
her eye, ‘‘that it is the surgeon’s work, and not the work 
of a nurse?” But this was lost on the ardent lady. 

*‘Just let me sit in the out-patient’s department,” she 
pleaded, ‘‘and wait for a leg!” 

“Do you know,” the matron answered with commend- 
able patience, ‘‘that a woman who has been training four 
or five years realises that she is still very ignorant, and 
that she would never dream of asking what you are ask- 
ing now?” 

Turning to her friend the lady sighed, ‘‘What am I 
to do? No parties! No dinners! I must find some- 
thing to occupy my time!” 

Needless to say she did not find it 


, at that hospital, 
nor, it is to be hoped, at any other. 








MINISTERING ANGELS 


ITH a stirring refrain and dedicated ‘‘To all the 

brave women and brave men who are serving their 
King and country in whatever capacity, under the wgis 
of the Red Cross,” a song entitled ‘‘Ministering Angels” 
has been written by Major Polson, and is on sale for 
the benefit of the British Red Cross Society. Copies, 
price 1s. 1d. (post free), may be obtained from Major 
T. A. Polson at 180 Piccadilly, W. 








NATIONAL UNION OF TRAINED 
NURSES 


HE annual meeting of the Somerset and Bristol 

Board of the above was held at The Railway Hotel, 
Yatton, on February 24th, under the presidency of Miss 
Joseph. Reports from the different’ branches showed that 
good work had been aécomplished and that the lectures 
given by members of the medical profession and others 
had been greatly appreciated. One of the chief features 
of the year’s work a been the post-graduate training for 
nurses, a scheme which has proved of great benefit, and 
the Board are glad that there will be still further oppor- 
tunities for this training. 

It was proposed that the following resolution be sent 
to the Central Executive: (1) That the Somerset and 
Bristol Board asks to be furnished with a full list of 
Presidents, Central Vice-Presidents, Council, and all its 
Committees as soon as it is ready. (2) The Somerset and 
Bristol Board hopes that during this year an effort will 
be made by the Central Organising Secretary to form a 
County Board in counties where more than one county 
already exists. (3) That owing to the conditions arising 
out of the war, the Somerset and Bristol Board asks the 
Central Executive to defer the consideration of the revised 
constitution until after the next General Council meeting 
at which all Committees are elected. 

Miss Joseph was unanimously elected to fill the post of 
County President, Miss M. Fry again fills the posts of 
County Organiser and Treasurer. 

The Frome Branch held its annual meeting on February 
27th at the Victoria Hospital, Frome, when Miss Sumner 
the matron kindly provided tea. The Secretaries were 
re-elected, and vacancies on the Committee filled. Miss 
Duckworth, Orchardleigh, and Miss Daniel, High Place, 
Frome, are joint Secretaries for this Branch. Miss Fry, 
County Organiser, was present. There was a social gather- 
ing after the meeting, when there was an exhibition of 
model baby garments, health posters, and old needlework. 
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NEWS FROM 
AT WORK IN 
NURSE’S DAY IN A FRENCH HOSPITAL 
E are usually called at 6.30 a.m.; then breakfast 
at 7 or 7.15; on duty in the wards at 7.45. The 
night orderlies, one to each ward, have made many of 
the beds and helped up the convalescent soldiers before 
the day staff come on, if dealing with French and Belgian 
wounded only. The patients have their breakfast, a cup 
of coffee, roll and butter, at 6 a.m., given them by the 
night orderlies Déjeuner at 11.30 consists of meat and 
vegetables, baked apples and milk pudding for those 
on full diet; milk, bouillon, custard, Bovril, or tea and 
cider for those on light diet. There is no tea but at 
5.30 the last of the three meals of the day. We have 
tripe at least three times a week, soup, macaroni, vermi 
celli, and always cheese for those on full diet; milk, & 
for those who are not. The dressings are usually done 
entirely by the sisters, all fully-qualified nurses—th 
surgeon of the particular cases seeing them about three 
times a week. The orderlies have their lunch at 12 noon, 
and are back in the wards to let the sisters go for theirs 
at 12.30. At 4.30 we have a real English sit-down tea 














AT THE CHURCH ARMY HOSPITAL, CAEN. 
(Nurses Huntley, Ayliff, Cree, McNeil, Holmes 
and Holland.) 


matron), 


and dinner at 7.30. I am dealing with one hospital in 
France only, but I think such meals are very usual in 
all hospitals where English doctors and nurses are work 
ing for their brave Allies. At French military hospitals, 
which are quite un-English, tea would be unknown, and 
all the other three meals would be entirely French. In 
the afternoon some sisters would be off duty, others on 
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THE FRONT 
ALLIES’ COUNTRIES 


and sometimes the theatre sister would be very busy with 
operations The hour after the patients’ dinner is 
usually given up to their amusement, when games are 
played and mus always the ever-popular “It’s a Long 
Way to Tipperary,” ‘“‘The Marseillaise ind «‘‘La 
srabanconne finishing up with ““God Save the King 





ANOTHER GROUP OF THE STAFF AT CAEN 
At 7 p.m. the night staff me n, the report of the 
day is given to the night sister, and at 7.30 the dinner bell 
rings. After dinner a chat the sitting-room—if there 
is one—and bed 
The commissariat is usually managed quite differently 
in each hospital, sometimes by a housekeeper, French or 


English, sometimes by a steward, for to shop well in 
France you must go to the markets and get the things 
at the market prices and the best value 

At this hospital we were well housed and well fed 
Every however, must be prepared to face such 
hardships as very little time off duty, very insanitary 
Conditions, and the care of cases that she has never seen 
in England, such as frostbite and wounds of war. The 
comfort of her patient must be her first thought, and she 
must remember that each individual nurse represents a 
community, and the community is judged by-~ the in 
dividual. Our part in the conflict is great, and never so 
great as at the present time 


nurse, 
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NEWS FROM 
FROM A CANADIAN NURSE 


V E are only half an hour from the Front. Oh! this 

work is terrible, but glorious. We get the poor 
men straight from the firing line, but in an awful con- 
dition, having been in trenches for hours. The way they 
bear their pain is simply magnificent. The better they 
are the worse we feel. We just go about with lumps in 


our throats all night. It is awful to see great, big 
Scotch and Irishmen knocked out by those fiends. Lung 


wounds and head wounds are the most painful to see, 
but if we can only help our men in any way we don’t 
mind anything. 
station, and thankful we can be here. 

It is a marvellous though awful experience. I don’t 
know how long we shall be here. I don’t think we could 
stand many months of it. The men are game to the 
finish, smoking five minutes before they die, and simply 
won't give in.—Canada. 


AN AIR RAID 


A N interesting account of an air raid on Calais is 
re in a nurse’s letter, which appears in the 
Nottingham Evening Post :— 

“‘The airship hovered over the Fontinette Station first, 
which is a quarter of a mile from us, and sent down a 
searchlight just before dropping the bomb. Then it came 
just over this building, which is the largest in this part 
of Calaig, and dropped the second bomb. The day sisters, 
who sleep here, were wakened by the noise, and most of 
them reached their windows to see it explode. They said 
the explosion was almost like water, for clouds of white 
dust, débris, and flame shot high up. It was 4 a.m. 
Seven people were killed in the house next us. 

**Another bomb was dropped in a street close by, and 
a fourth in the harbour, but did little damage. Our night 
orderlies were so scared they all rushed down to the 
cellars, and any patient who could walk jumped out of 
bed, and some got outside. As it was, the house where 
we other sisters lodge, and which is a long way off, shook 
violently, and the windows broke. The Belgian men were 
up and outside in less than a minute.”’ 
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We are nearer the Front than ‘any other 





FRONT (continued) 


A SCARBOROUGH MATRON’S 
EXPERIENCE 

\ ISS RICHARDSON, the matron’ of the Scarborough 
l Hospital, who has been nursing at the Front, 
an account of her experiences in the Scarborough Post. 
The hospital at which she was stationed was in an un- 
finished convent where the water supply was very bad 
Later a washhouse was found near by, to which they had 
to walk at all times of the day to obtain hot water. 

‘“‘In France,’’ remarked Miss Richardson, “it is very 
difficult to obtain leave to amputate limbs of any sort, 
which was a handicap in regard to hospital work. All 
the wounded bore their suffering well, and it was quite 
astounding how well the Zouaves bore pain. They 
dreaded an wxsthetic so much that for an ordinary opera- 
tion they would rather have none. 


IODINE TREATMENT OF SEPSIS 
Sp soar hgaae a letter we recently published describ 


ing the prevalence of sepsis at Limoges, a surgeon 
writes that at the Hdpital Militaire Anglais at 
Limoges, where the iodine treatment for septic wounds 
is extensively employed, the results are exceedingly satis 
factory. Since the hospital opened in October last it has 
received over 400 cases, and of these cases, which were 
nearly all in a-septic condition when they were admitted, 
there have only been eight deaths, due to other com- 
plications. The medical officers are convinced of the 
efficacity of the iodine method of treatment when properly 


used in skilled hands. 








. 

Mrs. Puitwips, matron of the Duchess of Westminster's 
Hospital at Le Touquet, has returned to Egypt. 

We learn that at the present time not a great many 

wounded are coming into the Australian Hospital at 


Wimereux, but there are still many cases of frost-bite. 
The hospital is continuing to do excellent work. 











AMERICAN HOSPITAL 





AT NISH, 





SERBIA. (See p. -303.) 
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of all manufactures 


completely superseded by an Aill-British Antiseptic 
certified of higher disinfecting value. 


TOXOL 


manufactured by Boot’s Pure Drug Co., Lid. 


Responding to the desire of the Medical Profession to discard preparations 
paying tribute to the enemies of this country, the laboratory staff of Boots 
the Chemists (consisting of some thirty highly-trained analysts) perfected 
TOXOL, which is identical in all but name with “Lysol,” as formerly 
imported from Herren Schiilke & Mayr of Hamburg, a solution of cresols in 
a saponaceous medium—and superior in strength of disinfecting power. 


TOXOL is pronounced by medical men who are using it to have all the 
qualities of “* Lysol,” and is certified on high authority to excel a// samples 
of ‘‘ Lysol” in disinfecting coefficient. 


Copy of Report by 
Dr. SAMUEL RIDEAL, Joint-Originator of the RIDEAL-WALKER Coefficiency Test. 
November 16th, 1914. 
‘‘T have purchased at one of your branches samples of Toxol, and my results on examination 
confirm your labelled strength that it is 24 times as powerful as Phenol, and it is higher than 
all samples of ‘Lysol’ I have éxamined. (Signed) SamueL Ru«pkeat.” 


The following are extracts from the letters of Medical Men who have already used TOXOL 
to replace ‘‘ Lysol.” 

‘“*It seems to be in every way quite satisfactory and an excellent substitute for ‘ Lysol.’” 

“‘ Very glad to test, and prove that English science is as good as that of the Barbarians. It would be 
a good thing to circularise the profession with a list of Alien Enemies’ products.” 

‘*T tried it on a septic finger and found it all you stated it to be.” 

‘*Toxol is very satisfactory. The Medical Profession ought to feel grateful to Sir Jesse Boot for 
replacing a German article in such a prompt and satisfactory manner.” 

** Am using sample and I am so pleased with it that I shall continue to use Toxol in future.” 

‘An excellent preparation; I obtained ‘ Lysol’ many times from Hamburg before any English 
chemist would stock it; so am interested in your venture.” 

“Dr. is pleased to see an English manufacturer superseding a German product and he will give 
his support to such a company as will do this.” 

** Many thanks, have used solutions of Toxol in various strengths, for numerous minor surgical 
cases with most satisfactory results.” ; 

“* Will give Toxol a trial, am much interested in finding that your firm has succeeded in making 
a preparation in England of a German make like ‘ Lysol.’ It is much more efficient than the German.” 

‘*Superior to ‘Lysol’ as far as I have tried it.” 





Samples of TOXOL will be delivered free on application to Medical men 
who have not yet tested it. 
TOXOL is sold in 64d., 1 /d., 1s, 7d. and 2s. 9d. Bottles at all Branches of 


Sent Carriage paid to any Medical man at above prices. Address, Boots, M.O., 
Nottingham. 


SPECIAL BULK TERMS TO HOSPITALS AND INSTITUTIONS. 
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is infinitely nicer for nurses’ wear than ordinary 
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64, ALDERSGATE STREET, E.c. 
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Nurses’ Specialists, 


SINGLE ARTICLES AT 
WHOLESALE PRICES. 
Fit and Finish Guaranteed 
Write at once - our CATALOGUE 
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“ BRIGHTON.” 


A HANDBOOK FOR 
MIDWIVES and 
MATERNITY 


NURSES 


COMYNS BERKELEY 


M.A., M.D., M.C. Cantab., F.R.C.P. Lond. 


“‘ Covers the ground indicated by the title very 
completely. It should prove of much value 
to midwifery pupils and their teachers.” — 


British Medical Journal. 


“It contains in a clear and concise manner 
all that is required of nurses and midwives 
presenting themselves for the examination of 
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the Central Midwives Board.”’"—Lancet. 


Third Edition, with Appendices on Cancer 
of the Uterus, the Rules of the Central 
Midwives Board, Disease, 


Cesarean Section, &c. 


Venereal 


With Frontispiece and 58 Illustrations 
in the Text. 5s. 
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NEWS 
NURSING THE ENGLISH AT MONS 


IE have been able to obtain some new details about 

the nursing of the British wounded after the battle 
of Mons. The only English hospital in the town was 
the Manners Ambulance, the party being in charge of 
Miss Thorpe, matron of the West End Hospital for 
Nervous Diseases. There were five other trained nurses 
under Dr. Driberg of the London Hospital, and the 
party also included Miss Hozier (Miss Thorpe’s secretary) 
and the Hon. Angela Manners, who although not fully 
qualified has had some training at the London Hospital 

The unit went out early in the war by special request 
under the Belgian Red Cross, and worked in Brussels, 
where the nurses saw the entry of the Germans, who 
were received in such stony silence that their attempts 
at singing broke down. In response to a special appeal 
from the Germans, Miss Thorpe and one of her nurses 
went (by motor through Louvain, which was then occupied 
by the Germans) to Tirlemont, where wounded German 
soldiers were lying in a stable. There were hundreds of 
wounded, both Belgian and German, in the town. The 
nurses were very well treated by the German doctor, who 
billeted them in a private house and was evidently very 
grateful for their help. 

In response to another request one of the staff went on 
an ambulance alone with a driver who spoke no German, 
through the German lines to a very beautiful chateau to 
bring back a wounded officer. There the lady of the house 
carried heavy trusses of straw to put in the ambulance, 
no attempt being made by the Germans to help her. The 
ambulance brought back six wounded men and deposited 
them safely in hospitals in Brussels. 

News having been brought in by a wounded German of 
fierce fighting at Mons, the party determined to go there 
at all costs, and having collected all the members they 
set out by motor, with all their equipment for theatre, &c 
Although challenged at frequent intervals they got through 
the lines and arrived to find a very suitable but very 
dirty house which had been put at their disposal by the 
Belgian Red Cross Society. So delighted were the people 
of the town to see the English that at once, as if by 
magic, an army of charwomen appeared with mops and 
pails, and scrubbed down the house, which had been un- 
occupied for a long time. A tiled room on the ground floor 
made an excellent theatre, and with beds brought by the 
inhabitants on handbarrows and other vehicles, the 
hospital was soon prepared. The joy of the British soldier 
when he found himself among his countrywomen may be 
imagined ! 

Every afternoon the townspeople were allowed to visit 
in the wards, and so interested were they in the soldiers 
that the worst caseq had to be put in a locked ward to 
prevent crowds from gathering round the beds. Many 
gifts of clothing, fruit, and other things were brought to 
the hospital by these kind-hearted people in token of their 
gratitude to the English. 

The patients were removed as prisoners of war by the 
German officers, who were at this stage considerate enough, 
often leaving those who were not fit to travel. As time 
went on, however, and they suffered reverses, their attitude 
towards the English changed. One officer who came to 
collect the prisoners told the nurses they must give them 
up at once, and that ‘‘there must be no scenes.”’ ‘‘ English 
women do not make scenes,” they replied. Gradually all 
the patients were taken away, and it was then that the 
staff was arrested and imprisoned as already described in 
this journal. During the three months at Mons many 
journeys were made by the ambulance to the surrounding 
villages to collect the wounded, numbers of whom were 
found in a state of complete destitution, with no clothing 
but blankets. - 








Miss Waattey, a Blackburn nurse, who was one of the 
first nurses to volunteer for foreign service, says in @ 
letter from France, which is published in the Blackburn 
Times :—‘‘ How terrible it is here in winter! T feel TI 
could not possibly live here another winter—it is so very 
cold. The frost-bites we get from the trenches are pretty 
bad. And it is so little one can do for them. I trust, for 
the sake of the Tommies. we shall have no more frost.” 


FROM THE FRONT 








(continued ) 
FROM THE BELGIAN FIELD HOSPITAL 


1) 


T had been shelling on and off all day, and we whe 

were on day duty were ordered to sleep in the cellars 
Most of the wounded had been evacuated during the d ay 
but a few who were too ill to be moved remained, and 
were put in a safe place for the night—or at least what 
was thought to be safe. All through that day and night 
soldiers and civilians, from the shells, were 
brought in. Now and again when the “ boom-boom 
a shell leaving the gun was heard we would look up and 
say, ‘‘There’s another!” and after the whizz had gone 
over go on quietly with what we were doing 

The next ie we were all ordered to leave, and on the 
road met many civilians going the same way with their 
little bundles to a place of safety. Some would trudge 
back again to their little homes as soon as the shelling 
ceased, but very often went back to their death We 
got to our place of safety that night What a lovely 
night !—a bath and a bed, and quiet sleep, for which we 
were most thankful. 

Two days after we heard that our chief had got anothe: 
place for our hospital, to which we went the next day 
This is an old chateau at Hoogstadt, very nice I should 
think in times of peace, but now we see nothing but 
transport waggons rushing by and heaps of mud and 
often tired soldiers coming from the trenches covered 
with mud. We nurses all sleep in a large room together 
and a queer set we look, but in spite of all we make 
ourselves very comfortable D 


wounded 


This hospital is still at Hoogstadt The hospital at 
Furnes was shelled by the Germans on January 23rd 
Our photograph shows the damage done to one of the 
wards and to Sister Parminter’s window on the upper 
story. The nurses who were at home on leave have 
returned to the hospital with the exception of Sisters 
Scanlan, Dowsett, Long, Townsend, Hodges, and Mrs 
Hancock. Miss Davies, the matron, is now in Londor 





A CORNER OF THE FURNES HOSTITAL AFTER BOMBARDMENT 
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NEWS 
THE FIRST AID NURSING YEOMANRY 
CORPS 


SMALL epidemic of marriage appears to have 
broken out at the Hépital Militaire Lamark at Calais. 
Miss Ashley-Smith, it 1s not generally known, was married 
to Captain McDougall, of the Yorkshire Light Infantry, 
in January; and the engagement of Miss White, a St. 
George’s nurse on the staff of the hospital, to a Belgian 
officer is just announced. 

There are not a great number of wounded coming to 
the hospital at the present time, but the typhoid wards 
are full. A recent addition to the staff of five trained 
nurses is Miss Woolgar. More nurses and members of 
the First Aid Yeomanry Corps will be sent out as occasion 
arises. Mrs. McDougall is returning to the Front shortly, 
and is taking with her another ambulance car and a 
“bath car.”’ The latter is a most ingenious arrange 
ment whereby six men can be given baths. The car is 
fitted up with a boiler, and the baths are placed beside 
the car under an awning. At the same time, the men’s 
clothes are fumigated in another section. It is probable 
that a buffet may be opened later to supply hot drinks 
to the soldiers on the way to the trenches. 


On being chased by a German submarine a few days 
ago, the hospital ship St. Andrew made a fortunate 
escape. The ship, which was taking wounded across the 
Channel, was saved by the vigilance of the captain, who 
before the enemy could attack promptly increased his 
speed and got away. 


Tue nursing profession has had to suffer several shocks 
and many insults since the outbreak of war, but certainly 
the worst is that published in The Daily Chronicle from 
an American correspondent who has visited Gerniany 
recently. He says :—‘‘Even the erstwhile army of demi 
mondaines who infested the Friedrichstrasse have 
dwindled very appreciably. One hears that many of them 
have become Red Cross nurses, and that in some cases 
they have been enlisted in that service by police per 
suasion after the manner of conscription.” 


FROM THE FRONT 





(continued ) 
NEUTRALITY OF THE NURSE 


"T°HE Dutch paper T'ijds chrift voor Ziekenverpleging 

| notices that a nurse in Strasbourg was only recently 
condemned to one month’s imprisonment for anti-German 
tendencies. The nurse in question is the wife of a Dr. 
Blind, and she was working in the hospital of which he 
is director. Some French wounded officers gave her 
documents which she kept, and among them was a poem 
ridiculing the Kaiser. ‘The fact that she had accepted 
and retained this poem proved that her sympathies were 
not on the German side, hence the sentence. The Tijd- 
schrift, in commenting on this occurrence, remarks that 
the gift of sympathy is invaluable in a nurse, but. should 
be kept strictly under control, especially in Red Cross 
work service, which is avowedly néutral. Nurses under 
the Red Cross and other military bodies should refrain 
from all expressions of opinion as regards the rights and 
wrongs of belligerents, no matter how their own sympa- 
thies may turn. 

Another case of misplaced sympathy on the part of 
three German nurses has led to their dismissal by the 
military commander and further to the order of the day : 
‘“‘Nurses not to be too friendly towards wounded 
enemies.” The crime of the three nurses is that they 
allowed three wounded enemies to gain their affections, 
resulting in three betrothals. 


RED CROSS NURSES AT BOULOGNE 

ISTER EARI and eal, the trained nurses 
A ached to the V.A. Detachment at Boulogne Rest 
Station, have moved on with four V.A.D. members to 
Gourney, to form a detention hospital of six beds for 
the cases from the convalescent horse depot under the 
Army Veterinary Corps Camp The cases are mainiy 
pneumonia, injuries from the kicks of horses, &c. 

Two of the Red Cross nurses, Sisters Barrow and 
McLeod, are now running a similar detention station at 
Forge-les-Eaux. 


RESULTS OF. IN INOCULATION 

~ROM a table published by the War Office showing 

the distribution of cases of typhoid between the 
categories of uninoculated, the fully-inoculated, and the 
partially-protected, the following striking figures are 
given. in the first category, among 359 cases, the deaths 
were 48, while in 111 and 136 cases respectively of fully- 
inoculated and partially-protected, there was only one 
death. 








FUNERAL OF THE DUTCH NURSE WHO WAS KILLED BY A SHELL AT FURNES. 
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[_!QuIb Parafin is the ideal laxative. 
“SEMPROLIN” EMULSION is 
the ideal way to take liquid parafhin. It 
is a palatable, creamy emulsion containing 
more than half its bulk of oil. 


Harmless, effective and non_habit- 
forming, it is specially suited for ladies, 
children, and invalids. Far superior to 
aperient pills, black draughts, castor oil, etc. 


PD) Sample free on receipt of 2d. for 





whe postage. 
SSD In bottles, 1/0, 2/3, and 4/0 
a FCOp 
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—z 4, Lambeth Palace Road, London, S.E 
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HEALING. 


ANTISEPTIC. 


IODEX IS FREE IODINE NON-STAINING & NON-IRRITATING. 


Ordinary Iodine preparations stain, irritate and 
crack the skin. IODEX is free from every 
undesirable action; it is bland, powerfully anti- 
septic, healing and absorptive. In addition to 
its well-known value in Gout, Rheumatism, 
Goitre, Enlarged Glands, Ringworm, Eczema, 
and Inflammatory Conditions, LODEX is 
excellent for Wounds, Sores, Sore Feet, 
etc., and as a General Surgical Dressing. 





A Special War Package of IODEX will be sent free t 
every Nurse who has not received a sample of 1ODEX 
from us previously. Piease mention permanent address 





1ODEX is issued in 1 oz. pots. Price ts. 


MENLEY & JAMES, Ltd., 39 Farringdon Rd., LONDON, E.C. 




















AN INVALUABLE BOOK 
FOR ALL RED CROSS 
WORKERS. 


By DR. ANDREW WILSON. 


In the present grave emergency every Nurse and every 
ted Cross and Ambulance worker should send the form 
below for full and interesting particulars of an invalu- 
able book that is really an epitome in clear language 
of all that specia ised medica and surgical kn wledge 
necessary for First Aiders. 

In ‘The Modern Physician,’ by Dr. Andrew Wilson, 
fullest space is devoted to * First Aid'’ and Ambulance 
Work. In respect of completeness, accura y of descrip- 
tion and wealth of illustration *‘ The Modern Physician” 
stands without a rival amongst the works published on 
this important subject in the United Kingdom. It is 
scientifically accurate and reliable without 
the name of its editor, so long known as an authority 
on the subject, is a guarantee of this. 


EVERY POINT COVERED. 


This work is probably the only work that covers all 
the many branches of the subject in complete detail, and 
in whatever direction one may be helping this work will 
be found indispensable. Invalid cooking, home n irsing 
of the wounded, bandaging and dressing wounds, instant 
and emergency treatment, the setting and after care of 
broken bones, the treatment of convalescents, the fitting 
up and sanitary care of the temporary “ hospital ’’—these 
are a few of the thousands of subjects upon which Red 
Cross workers need special information now, and this 
information is given in this work in an unique manner. 


As a knowledge of the body in health is necessary to 
the due understanding of the body when its functions 
are deranged by disease, a description of every part of 
the frame will be found here The skeleton, muscles, 
digestive system, heart and lungs, brain and nervous 
system, organs of sense, skin, kidneys and the body's 
microscopic structure are duly described. In this con- 
nection the illustrations are of particular value, the 
‘‘mannikins’’ or dummies more especially; in these 
the organs are made to overlap each other exactly as 
they do in the human body. 


This form must be sent without delay. 


A FREE BOOKLET. 


TO THE CAXTON PUBLISHING COMPANY 
101 Surrey Street, London, W.C. 





Please send me, Free or Cuarce and without any obligation 
on my part:— 


(1) Illustrated Booklet on “ Tax Mopern Puysicran 


(2) Particulars of your offer to deliver the complete work 
for a first payment of Is. 6d., the balance to be paid for 
by a few small monthly payments 


NAME : ‘ 
Send this form or e postcard.) 


ADDRESS 
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SEND FOR FREE 
FOOTWEAR BOOK. 


Buperior Glacé 
Kid Button, 


Superior Glacé Kid . of Postage 4d. 
Lace, Patent Cap G { Design 23 8. 2. 
or Self Cap. ‘ Z ; 


price 13/6 ; f/ Superior Glacé Kid 
Postage 4d. PY Lace, Self Cap. 
Design 22 B 1. P F a PRICE 11/6 


Postage 4d. 
Design 28 8 8 








At your service through the post. 


‘BENDUBLE’ FOOTWEAR 


GUARANTEED ALL-BRITISH MANUFACTURE. 

The ‘BENDUBLE’ Boots and Shoes give the maximum comfort at the 
minimum cost. They are British made and are as dainty and smart as 
any lady could wish for. 

They are waterproof, and never lose that unique flexibility which has made 
them so popular with nurses and all ladies who appreciate ease with style. 

You are invited to call at our showrooms and inspect the splendid 
range of fittings and styles. If this is impossible, you can be assured 
of a perfect tit and absolute satisfaction through our Postal Fitting 
Department. 

Send {0-DAY for our Illustrated Booklet, which fully explains our 
Special Postal System and illustrates the various ‘ Benduble’ styles. 


FREE ON APPLICATION. 


THE ‘ BENDUBLE’ SHOE CO. (°SP*) Commerce House, 72, Oxford St. 


Hours 9.80 to 6. Saturdays 1. (First Floor), LONDON, W. 




















A CEREAL FOOD 
different from all others 


because it contains the natural 
digestives —Trypsin and Amylopsin. 


It is used regularly in Hospitals, Sanatoria, Nursing Institutions, 
etc., throughout the world, and prescribed and recommended by leading 
physicians in practice and in many standard medical works. 


: The outstanding feature of Benger’s Food is its power of self-digestion, and 
milk modification, due to the two digestive principles contained in it. his occurs 
during its preparation with fresh new milk and is simply regulated by allowing the 
Food to stand from 5 to 45 minutes ; it is stopped by boiling. 


Benger’s Food! 


FOR INFANTS, INVALIDS AND THE AGED. 


Sample and full petetors will be sent post free to any 
member of the Nursing Profession on application to 


BENGER’S FOOD LTD., OTTER WORKS, MANCH . 

Branch Ofices—NEW YORK (U.S.A.) 92, Wiliam Street. SY INEY (N.S. W.) ze, Piet Street. 

Canadian Agents—National Drug & Chemical Co., Ltd., 34, St. Gabriel Strest. MONTREAL. 
and branches throughout ° 
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WORK 


V.A.D. WORK 
E i-- selecting board of the V.A.D. Standing Com- 


mittee are still busy interviewing candidates; it is 
hoped that some of this work in the case of members 
living at a distance from London may be done by hospital 
matrons. Some of the counties are unable to supply 
members as they are needed locally; in Devonshire, for 
example, Exeter alone has to find 500 additional beds for 
wounded, and needs all its voluntary workers. The age 
limit (23-38) does not apply to members who may be 
required in convalescent homes. Members are offered a 
salary of £20 a year, with travelling, board and lodging, 
and laundry, and an allowance of £1 per quarter for up 
keep of uniform. Inoculation against enteric is com- 
pulsory. In view of the need of their services with their 
detachments it is recommended that neither commandants 
nor quartermasters should volunteer. 

The Rest Station at Boulogne continues to do excellent 
work for the sick and wounded passing through on the 
ambulance trains; eighty-four cases were treated by the 
trained nurses in the dispensary last week, and the ambu- 
lance driven by a member conveyed ninety-one cases t 
hospital. A small branch feeding station has been formed 
at Hesdigneul, eight miles from Boulogne, and some 
members are working at the Malassise enteric hospital. 

A club for nursing sisters has been formed at the Hétel 
Crystol, -where all nurses, military or civil, can rest, 
have tea, see the papers,” &c. Baths are also provided. 
In the first week 155 nurses made use of the club, to 
which a free lending library is attached. This club is 
available for all the nurses in Boulogne, and is extremely 
popular with the Army sisters, especially those on trains 
and ships. 

Lady Gifford’s Convalescent Home for Nurses at 
Hardelét received thirty-six patients in its first fou 
weeks (it was opened on January 26th). The stay 
varies from three days to three weeks, and the number 
accommodated at one time is between seven and twelve. 
There have been eighteen Army Sisters (Q.A.I.M.N.S., 
Reserve, and Territorials), four Australian Voluntary 
Hospital (R.A.M.C.), seven B.R.C.S., six St. John Ambu 
lance, one V.A.D. The Home is open to matrons and 
sisters who would like to visit it, and there were forty-five 
visitors during the first month. 


THE JOINT WAR COMMITTEE 


OT many nurses are being sent abroad at the moment, 
and some of those who have been working in hos- 
pitals in France are returning for work in the home 
hospitals. The nurses who are going with the Urgency 
Cases Hospital are being passed (not selected) by the 
Matron-in-Chief at St. John’s Gate. This unit is due 
to leave this week. 
Miss Swift visited Boulogne during the week-end, and 
was much pleased with the arrangements for the nurses 
at the Hétel Crystol. 


N.U.W.S.S. SCOTTISH WOMEN'S 
HOSPITALS 


N Saturday, March 6th, a further contingent of ten 

nurses left this country for Serbia under the auspices 
of the Scottish Women’s Hospital. Their names will be 
found on p. 316. 

The Hospital likewise sent a further equipment valued 
at £1,000. This is the third set of nurses sent to the 
Scottish Women’s Hospital at Kraguievatz. The work 
there is of a very arduous nature, and nurses ought to 
realise this thoroughly. The nurses already out there are 
working splendidly, and several additions have had to be 
made to the hospital. Last week five physicians travelled 
overland. 

The Secretary, Scottish Women’s Hospitals, 2 St. 
Andrew Square, Edinburgh, would be pleased to consider 
the application of a few first-class fully trained medical 
and surgical nurses. 





IN GREAT BRITAIN 


MT. VERNON HOSPITAL 

fh old consumption hospital at Mt. Vernon, Hamp 

stead, has been opened as a military hospital for 
members of the British Expeditionary Force, and received 
its first batch of wounded or Monday The hospital at 
present contains 130 beds, and huts similar to those at 
Netley are being built which will take in about eighty 
more. Miss Wills is the matron in charge, and there will 
be four sisters on the staff Next week ten V.A.D 
workers, most of whom have had some hospital expel 
ence, will enter the hospital to work as probationers unde 
the sisters 


THE CANADIAN NURSES 


NOTHER contingent of Canadian nurses is g 
Li for France this week, while yel more nurses are 
mobilising in Canada The nurses at Le Touquet are 


going on with their work as usual, and the hospital is 
expanding, probably by the addition of huts 


THE BELGIAN RED CROSS 
A ir hospital affairs in what remains of Belgium are 
/ now under the Belgian Red Cross at 3 Savoy Court, 
Strand, W.C. Belgian hospitals in the parts occupied 
by Germany are under the Red Cross headquarters at 
Brussels. 

The nursing staffs for the Red Cross Hospitals are 
obtained through the Joint Committee at St. John’s Gate. 
It is thought, however, in view of the calls upon nurses 
from the British hospitals at home and abroad, that 
nurses may have to be obtained from the Colonies 

Mons. Vandermeeren, Barrister at the Court of Appeal, 
srussels, made an impassioned appeal for help for “‘les 
petits soldats Belges’’ at a meeting in aid of the Society 
at Kingsway Hall on Monday. The meeting was con- 
vened by the British Esperanto Association, which has 
given a motor ambulance and is giving a second 


THE REFUGEE DISPENSARY 
ISS McADAM, a retired Army sister, is now the 
M visiting nurse at the little “‘dispensaire” of the 
refugee headquarters, General Buildings, Kingsway, the 
other workers being V.A.D. members, with Miss Gladys 
Davenport in charge. There is a constant stream of 
refugees, who come for minor ailments. 


CORRIG CASTLE, HOSPITAL 


ORRIG CASTLE, Kingstown, lent by Lords Long- 

ford and de Vesci, has been converted into a hospital 
for the wounded, and is to be opened on Saturday. A 
separate wing has been set apart for the accommodation 
of officers, and the hospital is very thoroughly equipped. 
The lady superintendent is Miss Harris, trained at 
Adelaide Hospital, in charge of a staff of fully-qualified 
nurses. On the medical staff are eight doctors and 
surgeons and a radiographer 


THE FRENCH FLAG NURSING CORPS 


HERE is still a demand for many mgre nurses for 
this corps, and the committee regret that this week 
they are only able to send two new members to France. 


THERE are many wounded soldiers now in Dublin 
Castle Hospital, and Miss MacDonnell, the matron, 1s 
making arrangements to have concerts and other enter- 
tainments for their amusement. The hospital was visited 
on February 20th by the Lord Lieutenant 
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NURSES SENT ABROAD 
N.U.T.N. 
Misses Jean M. Cousin (Urgency Cases Hospital . 
K. M. Burman (French Red Cross Hospital, Cherbourg). 
Frencu Rep Cross. 

Misses Charlotte F. Harpham (trained Hertford County 
Hospital), Evelyn Harrison (as nurse probationer), 
Blanche Bentham (Manchester Royal Infirmary), 
Fanny Tindall (Edmonton Infirmary) (Hépital 
Militaire, Arc-en-Barrois). 

Frencn Frac Corps. 

Miss Coles Dorrington (Australia) and Miss Violet 
Hosty. 

Scotrish Women’s Hospirats. 

Miss Mary Barclay (Glasgow), Miss Mildred Boulton 
(Essex County Hospital), Miss Elizabeth Fraser 
(Glasgow), Miss Mary Gibbon (Harrogate), Miss 
Mary Mackenzie, Miss Catherine Nicolson (Inver- 
ness), Miss May O’Kelly, Miss W. Park, Miss C. 
Strang (Belvidere Hospital, Glasgow), Miss 
Gertrude Prance (St. Bart’s) (to Serbia). 

Scortish Rep Cross. 

Sisters MacBain, Dodson, Stevenson, Kemp and 

Valantine (Scottish Red Cross Hospital, Rouen). 








NURSES SENT TO HOME HOSPITALS 
N.U.T.N. 
Miss E. M. Sheppard Yeoman (Lymm Red Cross Hos- 
pital (temp.). 
Miss Lilian All (Military Hospital, Seaford). 
JorntT War ComMITTEE. 

Sandacres, Parkestone, Dorset.—M. A. Brown. 

No. 1 Temporary Hospital, Hxeter—Muriel van den 
Meulen. 

V.A.D, 
Sweeney. 

Hospital for Officers, Stoodley Knowle, Torquay.— 
Agnes Calder. 

Lund Wood Hospital, Barnsley.—R. Bevington. 

Red Cross Hosjntal, Denbigh, N. Wales.—L. Robert- 
son. 

V.A.D. Hospital, Hilperton, Trowbridge, Wilts.—Mrs. 
E. G. Neal, D. E. Taylor. 

Red Cross Hospital, Town Hall, Henley-on-Thames.— 
I. A. H. Dunne. 

Red Cross Hospital, Cirencester, Glos.—Annie Doughty. 

V.A.D. Hospital, Salisbury.—E. A. Richards. 

Princess Christian Hospital, S. Norwood.2¢-C. Douet. 

Dane John Hospital, Canterbury.—B. M. Norton. 

Auziliary Military Hospital, Elmfield Hall, Accrington. 
—E. Cooke. 

Beechcroft Military Hospital, Woking.—A. Gregory. 

V.A.D. Hospital, Yacht Club, Gravesend.—M. Terry. 

V.A.D. Hospital, Abbotts Barton, Canterbury.—E. C. 


Hosytal, Corsham,  Wilts.—Agnes Rose 


Sage. 

St. Mark’s Parish Hall, 
Windemer. 

Yarrow Military Hospital, Broadstairs.—E. M. Prince. 

Coombe Lodge, Great Warley, Kssex.—H. G. Doyle. 

Clandon Park, Guildford.—M. Berry. 

Town Hall Hospital, Waltham Abbey, Essex.— 
0’ Key. 

Broadwater Hospital, Ipswich.—N. T. Brian. 

V.A.D. Hospital, Miller Institute, Barnstaple.—E. A. 
Bailey. , 

Hil Hospital, Lower Bourne, Farnham.— 

Red Cross Hospital, Netley.—M. Parker. 

Highlands Hospital, Shortheath, Farnham.— — Mul- 
vaney. 

Gifford House, Roehampton.—A. M. Leslie. 

St. Matthew's Hall, St. Mary’s Road, Willesden.— 
C. E. Skinner. 

V.A.D. Hospital, Rosherville, Kent.—G. Hobbs. 


Tunbridge Wells.—N. 


— Bromley. 





Miss Jessiz Erskinet Dops (matron, Q.A.I.M.N.S.), 
whose name appeared in Sir John French’s despatch, 
served through the South African War. At the qut- 
break of war she was in charge of the military hospital 
at Shorncliffe, and is now matron of one of the principal 
base hospitals in France. 





QUEEN’S NURSES’ BENEVOLENT FUND 


Previously acknowledged 932 0 2 
Langwith D.N.A. , 10 0 
Miss C. H. Rudd _ a 5 0 
Leatherhead Parish Nurse Association L248 
Miss H. Fowkes f. 10 0 
Pr. W. P. ie = 10 0 
Mortlake D.N.A. ce: 22 0 
Rochdale D.N.A. per Miss Bright 1 4 6 
Miss Bright Cea aA 10 6 
Miss Breakel! es Q 10 O 
Audenshaw D.N.A. ; = 
Kettering D.N.A. = ms 2 2 0 
Miss M. Bull .. ae oie ; — 5 0 
Shirland Stonebroom and Morton D.N.A. 5 0 
Miss Settle 4 4 

£943 0 6 


(All contributions should be sent direct to the Hon. 
Treasurer, Miss G. H. Vaughan, 27, Bessborough 
Gardens. London, 8.W.) 











THE PASSION MUSIC 

NY nurse who is off duty on Friday evenings during 
f\Lent ought to take the opportunity of going ‘to 
St. Anne’s, Soho, to hear Bach’s Passion Music. It is a 
perfect inspiration, and the best nerve tonic one can 
possibly have. The Magnificat, with the orchestra as 
well as the organ, is superb. The sense of absolute unity 
between clergy, organist, and choir strikes one at once. 
Little books of words and music are provided. The 
church is comfortable, and there is no overcrowding.— 
(From a Nurse.) 








OUR PATTERNS 
ee pattern makes all the difference!’’ So it does, 


and this is why a nurse, who tried to do without a 
pattern ‘‘because it cost twopence,” came to grief! We 
know, because she afterwards wrote to us for one. We 
hope she has now succeeded in making the clothes she 
wanted. Tue Nursinc Times patterns are of three 
kinds: (1) uniform, (2) mufti, and (3) maternity and 
children’s clothes. 

Uniform.—Surgical Apron, 2}d.; Nurse’s Cloak, 64d. ; 
Uniform Dress, 6$d.; Nurse’s Overall, 2$d.; Circular 
Cloak, 64d. 

Mufti.—Cycling Knickers, 25d.; Corset Bodice, 23d. ; 
Kimono Bed Jacket, 25d.; Shirt Blouse, 24d.; Dressy 
Blouse, 24d.; Princess Petticoat, 64d.; Two-piece Skirt, 
24d.; Nurse’s Dressing-gown, 63d. 

Maternity and Children’s Clothes.—Murphy Breast 
Binder, 2}d.; Abdominal Binder, 2$d.; Long Flannel, 
2id.; Infant’s Pilch, 24d.; Infant’s Bed Jacket, 2}d.; 
Infant’s Robe, 24d.; Infant’s Vest, 25d.; Infant’s Cloak, 
21d.; Nursing Nightgown, 2jd.; Sleeping Suit, 23d. ; 
Infant’s Shoes, 2d. ; mper or Crawler, 24d. 








A PLEASANT LAXATIVE 


ANY people who cannot take strong drugs will be 
LV] glad to know of Ficolax. It is a very pleasant pre- 
aration of fruit, and is as pleasant to take as the rasp- 
bones wine or any of the old-fashioned remedies for 
constipation. Indeed, it is much pleasanter than some 
that. used to be given! It is prepared by the British 
Drug Houses, Ltd., and can be obtained at all ordinary 
chemists. 








Miss Tuurstan has returned to England on account of 
ill-health after six months’ work in France and Russia. 





Amone the passengers on board the Transatlantic 
steamer, La T'ouraine, which suffered from an outbreak 
of fire, though now arrived at Havre, were a number of 
American nurses. It appears that they seemed to regard 
their experience merely as an. adventurous prelude to 
work in the war zone. 
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OUR 
DRAB RUBBER 
HOT WATER BOTTLES 
ARE THE BEST. 
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SPECIAL PRICES 
FOR 
QUANTITY. 


They give 
perfect 
satisfaction. 
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HOSPITALS & GENERAL CONTRACTS CoO., LTD., 
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CHEAPEST PUBLISHED. 


Morning and Evening, Four-hour, Sick 

Room, Diet, Tuberculosis, and others. 

USED IN ALL THE PRINCIPAL HOSPITALS & INFIRMARIES. 
Specimens post free— 


WODDERSPOON & CO., Gate Strest, Kingsway, W.C. 


























INTERESTING 
CATALOGUE 


-Tror Jelloids’ 


A fortnight’s treatment for 1/2 post free. 








COVENTRY'S BEST VAL uF 


Look at the three circles above and see the liberal terms 
under which Court Royal Cycies are sold. Don't rest content 
with a jerry-built bicycle when you can buy a reliable and 
goundly constructed mach: he like the “Court Royal *—the 
only All British Coventry made Bicycle offered to the 
uolic at Trade Prices for Cash or Easy Payments. 
kavE POUNDS. 10 days’ approval. aighes rest grade 
se lamps, bells, and bags. Complete £3 15a 
cash. Packed toe ee and 


carriage pai i Save 

> lers and shop profits. 

roe Write now 

atalogve [cape 
ed 

DOVAL: s. Leys © Courts 
cowaneny. 


CYCLES 


Dr. ANDREW WILSON wrote: “It can be definitely 
“stated that Iron ‘Jelloids’ constitute the most 
“effective and desirable treatment for Anemia.” 
IRON ‘ JELLOIDS’ No, 2 for Adults. No. 1 for'‘Children. 
No. 2a (containing Quinine), Special Tonic for Men. 
Of all Chemists, price 1/14 and 2/9, or direct from 

THE ‘ JELLOID’ CO. (Dept. 121 A), 

205, City Road, LON N, E.C. 
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and Weakness | 
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aby needs Fresh Milk. 


Best of all, of course, for baby, comes breast milk; 
but, failing that, fresh cow’s milk, properly fitted 
for the digestive needs of baby, shod be given. 


Mellin’s Food is the only medium But perhaps the greatest proof of all of 
which humanises cow’s milk, preserv- the superiority of Mellin’s Food is its 
‘ Cry : unrivalled record of ever-increasing success 
ing those characters which medical 


4a bI ge across the entire world. 
men agree are indispensable. t is om 
8 P Samples of Mellin’s Food and Literature concerning 


this humanising power which accounts it will be forwarded to any member of the Nursing 
for the strong, robust and vigorous en to Mellin’s Food, Ltd., Peckham, 


character of all Mellin’s Food babies. 


With Mellin’s Food cow’s milk can be 
instantly treated so as to suit exactly the 
digestive powers of any child of any age 


‘I prescribe Mellin’s Food very largely,’ 
writes a Doctor, whose letter may be seen, 
‘and find that, made up with fresh cow’s 





milk, it is much superior to foods made Sixty-four 
with water only.’ on ated 





“NURSES SUPPLY ASSOCIATION” 


COMPLETE OUTFITTERS. 





NURSES CLOAKS, 
BONNETS, APRONS 
AND DRESSES, s«. &«. 


Every requisite for Hospital 
and Private Nurses is stocked 
in a large variety of styles. 












Al] garment§ are made in our The “PRINCESS.” par eee LORENCE.” 

own Workrooms, and when L——Aas- o ae? = 
. . ing crown tucked in 
the quality of the fabric used, and the front. Trimmed Silk 
workmanship employed is taken into con- State eolour required 


sideration, our prices will be found to be 
particularly reasonable. Patterns and Self- 
measurement form submitted on application. 


Illustrated Catalogue Post Free. 


Debenham &Freebody 


Contractors to the Principal London Hospitals. 











“ PRINCESS. o 
Meltons "a 
“Alpa acas, 26/1 
Cheviot Serge. 38! 11. 
Cravenette A, 29/11; 


Coating Serer A, 32/6; 
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“ ” 
W; S ¢ ¢ L d . * sin | Army or Service Cloth, 
igmore ree ondon.w The “GRETA” Latest and most becoming _ 
— BONNET. style, fine strow, trimmed All articles supplied 
Made of fine Straw, nicely with best quality silk on our strictly eniy 
trimmed silk Edging, and velvet, and waterproof veil, protective Month 
Veil covering crown, 12/6 12/6 also at 9/6. Payment mw 


6, Marlborough House, 11, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C. 
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PORTSMOUTH QUEEN’S DISTRICT 
NURSES 
‘T*HERE are few institutions 
affected by the present war. The Portsmouth branch 
of the Queen’s District Nurses has experienced great 
difficulty in trying to cope with the work, which has been 
very heavy this winter, and six nurses have been called 
upon to do the work of ten. Great courage is thus re- 
quired on the part of those nurses who have resisted the 
attraction of Army work, and have perseveringly per- 
formed their duties, often under most trying circumstances. 
It may be said that in Portsmouth the district nurses 
are much in touch with the Army and Navy, as so many 
of the wives and families of our soldiers and sailors are 
nursed by them. Tokens of gratitude have come from the 
North Sea and from the Front from husbands whose wives 
and families have had skilled nurses to attend to them 
in their hour of trial. The need for more nurses is very 
great, and if help is not forthcoming soon the work will 
suffer seriously, which will be indeed a great misfortune. 
It may be said that district nursing has a great bearing 
on the natidn’s future welfare, which naturally at the 
present time is specially important. The work of the 
nurse is not merely the nursing of the sick, but includes 
teaching the mothers the proper care and feeding of 
infants, and also hygiene in the home, which tends to 
reduce infant mortality. 


which have not been 








NEW NURSES’ HOME FOR PADDINGTON 


WING to the growth of the work of the Padding 

ton and Kilburn District Nursing Association, it has 
been found necessary to open a branch home, and we 
learn that the agreement has just been signed for a house 
in Blandford Square, Marylebone. The nurses, who are 
at present boarded out, will move in as soon as it is 
ready, and as the assistant matron is still on Territorial 
duty, a temporary assistant matron is being appointed, 
who will be in charge of this branch home. There are 
now eleven nurses on the staff, and they are kept very 
busy. 








Q.V.J. INSTITUTE FOR NURSES 


Transfers and. Appointments. 
Miss Laura Bere is appointed to Truro; Miss Amelia E 
to Sheerness; Miss Elizabeth McConaghy to Langwith; 
Daisy Snow to Tipton. 


Lewis 
Miss 





THE LETTER BOX 

Our readers are invited to send their opinions on any 
subjeat of interest to nurses, so that this feature may be 
a medium of useful and helpful exchange of thought and 
experience. We re not / 
expressed by our correspondents. 
Preparing for an Operation. 

I HAVE just read in THe Nursine 


responsibl for ti yINIONS 


limes a description 


by Mr. H. Gordon Webb of his method of preliminary 
treatment for operation, which appeared in the Prac 
titioner 

It is amazing to see these antiquated methods of pre 


paring a patient for operation advocated in the 
day. How long is it since all this washing and applying 
cold compresses over the area to be operated upon has 
been deemed obsolete by all the leading surgeons? Surely 
all up-to-date aware that the part to be 
operated upon is painted with iodine twice before, and 
then again after, the patient is anwsthetised, and this 
without special washing of any kind 

Fancy scrubbing with a nail-brush for two minutes, as 
Mr. H. Gordon Webb suggests, after shaving, when the 
skin is naturally rather sore! Bradford people, like the 
Scotch, must be a “‘hardy race” if they can stand this 

How is it that in these days emergency operations can 
be taken straight into the operating theatre without any 
preparation of the patient, and with the use of 
operated upon in perfect safety ? 

Most surgeons: prefer beef tea to peptonised milk three 


present 


hurses are 


iodine 


or four hours before the operation. Peptonised milk is 
unpalatable 

Most surgeons like to order whatever aperient . they 
deem suitable for the patient, and decide whether an 


enema is desirable or not, and say how long before the 
operation they wish this to be given 

Many surgeons only order an enema on the morning 
of the operation; others insist on it the night before as 
well. 

The majority of doctors see no occasion for restricting 
the patient’s ordinary diet two days before the operation 
is to be performed, except in gastric cases, where special 
dieting has perhaps rule little time 
previous. 

Surely patients should be spared any special form of 
treatment that is not absolutely essential to their welfare, 
instead of having the fact of the approaching operation 
impressed on their minds by all the methods 
Mr. H. Gordon Webb 


been the some 


Ingenious 


advocated by 





LADY 


SUPERINTENDENT AND 


STAFF, PORTSMOUTH Q.V.J.I. 
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Simplicity goes far to promote efficiency where opera 
tions are concerned, and nurses trained to carry out such 
an elaborate system as the one proposed would be quite 
an affliction to any patient who disliked methods of un 
necessary fuss and discomfort. 

It may seem impertinent for a ‘‘mere layman” to 
criticise a surgeon. But I have been operated on three 
times this year by different surgeons, one yery dear to 
me has also had a very serious operation by yet another 
surgeon, and we had 23,000 operations at the London 
Hospital last year, and for none of these were the 
patients prepared according to the methods of Mr. Gordon 
Webb. 

May I add a word of warning? I had a soap and 
water enema at one of my operations which brought on 
a very distressing rash. This is entirely due to the sort 
of soap used. If surgeons or nurses have found a soap 
which never brings on this rash they should see that 
“no other is used,” to quote Pears. A properly prepared 
soft soap such as we use in the London Hospital for this 
purpose never brings on this rash. 

KNUTSFORD. 

London Hospital, Whitechapel, E. 


“urses’ Salaries. 

Tere has been a great outcry in the Press re the 
reduction in the salaries paid to nurses at the Front. 
Why not raise a general hue and cry because nurses almost 
everywhere are underpaid? Looking down the columns 
of advertisements every week, I seldom. see the offer of 
£52; posts with such a princely salary belong to the 
higher ranks of the profession. All honour to the Red 
Cross nurse, but I do not rank her services higher than 
those, of the district nurse, who tramps from one case to 
another through mud, rain, and cold, fighting disease and 
distress for eight or ten hours a day. Yet this gallant 
woman is offered by some charitable organisations £50 
per annum to feed, clothe, and house herself, and, of 
course, provide against illness and old age. The nurses 
working under the Red Cross are not underpaid in com 
parison with other members of the profession. It is a 
liigher rate of pay all round that is most desirable. 

Jesstk KENNISH 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Questions will be answered here free of charge if 
accompanied by the coupon on the margin of page 312. 
All letters must be marked on the envelope “ Legal,” 
“ Charity,” “Nursing,” etc., and contain the full name 
and address of the sender and a pseudonym. Urgent legal 
letters can be answered by post within three days if a 
postal order for 2s. 6d. is enclosed, 


LEGAL. 


Maternity Agreement (Donnie).—As long as Nurse B 
adheres to her contract, and is willing and able to enter upon 
the work of her engagement at the date fixed by Mrs. A., and 
agreed to by Nurse B., then it is evident that Nurse B. will be 
entitled to do so. Being entitled to do this, she is necessarily 
entitled also to the agreed remuneration. If Mrs. A. has mis- 
calculated the date and so misled Nurse B., that is no fault of 
Nurse B., who, at the request of Mrs. A., has agreed to retain 
and has retained a fixed and certain period of her own time, 
during which she is willing to put her services at the disposal of 
Mrs. A. Mrs. A., in fact, has taken upon herself the responsi- 
bility of fixing the date when she requires the services of Nurse B.. 
ahd consequently she is liable for the loss or expenditure involved 
by her having fixed the wrong date (the majority of so-called 
“premature” confinements are said to be mere miscalculations). 
In these circumstances, then, Nurse B. is entitled to her fees 
for the agreed period, together with a sum, say, of £1 a week 
in lieu of board and lodging (should these not be provided by 
Mrs. A.), and the usual weekly sum of 2s. 6d. for laundry. This 
is the law, and I expect that you wil] recognise that it is also 
justice. 

Sickness Benefit (Anxious One).—I see no objection to the 
amount of sickness benefit you received being deducted from 
your usual salary, seeing that the employers contribute part of 
the insurance premiums which provide that benefit; but no more 
should be deducted. When engaged by the year, it is presumed 
to be contemplated that temporary illnesses must from time to 
time occur; and when they do it is not correct to stop salary on 
their account. > 

Next of Kin (Annie).—As your only living relatives are an 
aunt and her children, your next of kin is your aunt, as her 
children are one step further off from you. Should your aunt die, 
all her children would be your next of kin and not the eldest 





child only. As to the Post Office account containing only one of 
your Christian names and you possess and use two, I should 
advise your getting this rectified at once. I advise you to go to 
the postmaster and ask for his instructions in the matter. At 
any rate, it should be sufficient if you got some one: who can 
identify you as the person in whose behalf the account was 
opened to testify (perhaps a statutory declaration—that is, a 
plain straightforward declaration as to the fact, sworn before a 
commissioner of oaths—fee 2s. 6d.—might be required) that you, 
A. B. C., are the same person as A. O. 

Miscaiculated or Premature Birth (Donnie).—The fact 
that the date was fixed by persons in the employment of th: 
lady does not exonerate her from any liability which may attach 
to such fixing. They are her agents. If there was an accidental 
premature rupture of membranes causing earlier delivery, that 
was a contingency which might readily arise, and involved a risk 
which the lady should have taken into consideration, and either 
insured against, or, as another alternative, she might have made 
a conditional agreement with you. Conditional agreements in 
these cases are, however, unbusinesslike, unless, of course, they 
amount to a mutual agreement between nurse and patient that 
if there should be a delivery so premature that the nurse might 
reasonably and properly be engaged elsewhere, then there should 
be a mutual release from the agreement upon the payment to 
the nurse by the patient of an agreed sum. But the main fact 
in your case is that the lady took upon herself to retain your 
services for a definite period, and that you did so reserve them. 

Dismissal! (M., Buckhurst Hil!).—If you were entitled to one 
month’s notice and only received a fortnight’s money in lieu of 
a month’s money, you can sue for the balance, if it is worth 
yotr while. The fact that your employer refused to give you e 
testimonial should be of small importance to you, seeing that you 
were there only a few months, and had been successfully engaged 
for the five previous years in private practice. The episode of 
the box is clearly due to the inconsistency of your employer. I 
suppose you have kept the letter she sent you. It may be of 
considerable value to you. On the whole, however, I should advise 
your letting the matter drop. The amount of money involved 
does not justify the trouble litigation would cause. 

Insurance Act—Alleged Arrears (Novocastrian).—As you 
do not admit the arrears, and as during your illness you are not 
obliged to pay, I should advise your going to the chief office to 
clear the matter up, writing a letter one or two dayr before 
your visit stating the business upon which you are coming and 
the time at which you propose to call (in business hours If 
you do not get satisfaction, then I advise you to place yourself im 
the hands of the secretary of the approved society which you 
propose to join. Take the cards, receipts, and any written evidenc: 
you possess relative to the matter, and do not leave any with the 
secretary of the society: but permit him to take such copies and 
particulars as he may require. 


CHARITIES. 


Home for Illegitimate Baby (Tatiana).—You could not 
find a private home for so small a sum. Can the mother not 
pay more? And what about the father of the child, who under 
an affiliation order may be made.to pay about 5s. weekly? If the 
mother was previously respectable, try the Foundling Hospital, 
Guilford Street. London, which is free. For a first child, if 5s. 
ean be paid, try the Home for Homeless Children, Fallow Corner 
North Finchley. You might also write to the following :—Girls” 
Aid Committee. Bonner Road, London, N.E.; Haven for Homeless 
Little Ones (Miss Hames, 11 Denman Street, London Bridge, S.E.). 

Home for Epileptic Woman (A. B. E.).—Your best plan 
would be to write the full cironmstances of the case to the 
Secretary, Mr. G. Penn Gaskell, National Society for Epileptics, 
Denison House, Vauxhall Bridge Road, S.W. Or try St. Luke’s 
Home, Park Road, Parkstone, Dorset. 

Sclerosis (?) Case (A. H. A.).—It is difficult to advise, as 
everything depends on the trestment the doctor orders. What 
sort of baths does he recommend? Would it not be well to begin 
by putting the girl in a hospital for treatment? Here is a list 
of some institutions that give bath treatment :—Alexandra Bromo- 
Todine Hospital, Woodhall Spa, Lines. (10s. weekly): Bellott’s 
Hospital. Bath; Devonshire Hospital, Buxton; Roval Bath Hos- 
pital, Harrogate:, Royal Mineral Water Hospital, Bath; St. John 
Brine Bath Hospital. Droitwich. Some of these are free. but the 
stay is usually limited to three weeks. I am returning your 
postal order 








APPOINTMENTS 


Seroat, Miss Adeline J. E. Health visitor, Hertfordshire County 
Council, Barnet. 
Trained Manchester Royal Infirmary; Northampton (Queen’s 
‘Nurse): St. Helers, Nai’sworth, and Bethesda, N. Wales 
(Queen’s Nurse, temporarily); (private nursing); (C.M.B.). 
Rockitry, Miss F. M. Assistant superintendent nurse, Stepney 
Union Infirmary. . 
Trained at Stockport Poor Law Hospital (night superintendent 
and day sister); Wisbech Union Infirmary, Cambs. (charge 
nurse); (private nursing); (C.M.B.). 


PRESENTATION 


On March 3rd Miss Helen Barry, who’ for twelve years has 
been one of the staff of the Darlington branch of the Queen’s 
Nurses’ Association. was presented with a gold watch and chain 
and a purse of gold from her many friends And patients. Miss 
Barry is leaving Darlington to take up an appointment in a 
private London hospital. 
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Measles, Influenza, 
Whooping Cough, and 
Broncho-Pneumonia. 


During convalescence from Measles there is a very 
special abiliey to tuberculous invasion, many victims 
being subsequently carried off at more or less remote 
periods from tuberculous broncho- pneumonia ; and the 
same liability to broncho-pneumonia in W hooping Cough 
is still not sufficiently realised by the public. 


The use of Virol in the conditions above-mentioned is in- 
variably attended by most gratifying results. The latest studies in 
the cytology of bone-marrow confirm the long-accepted belief that 
the function of this tissue is indissolubly associated with the highest 
protective and reparative processes of the human constitution. 
Exactly how it acts is still not definitely known, but the fact 
remains that the exhibition of bone-marrow in all febrile disorders 
has a potent influence for good, increasing the opsonins, and thus 
strengthening the defensive processes of the body. 


Virol has moreover a marked effect upon the conservation ot 


the tissues, repairing the waste and restoring the equilibrium of a 
healthy metabolism. Its unequalled value as a repairer of tissue waste 
is of the utmost jm portance in bringing about a sound convalescence, 
thus avoiding the relapses and after effects that are the cause of so 
large a percentage of the mortality associated with these conditions. 


VIROL 


Used in more than 1,000 Hospitals. 


In Jars, 1/-, 1/8, and 2/11. 


VIRGL, LIMITED, 152-166, OLD STREET, LONDON, EC, 
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FREE 


to those Nurses whose love of their 


work involves an enormous strain upon their vitality. 


A NURSE belongs to the most 
arduous profession in the 
world. 


Her labours are never over. Her working 
days are long, strenuous, and full of “things 
to be done” ; her hours of rest are short and 
liable to be interrupted at any moment. If 
she is on night duty it is even worse, for few 
can get proper and sufficient sleep when the 
sun is high in the heavens. 


And the consequence is—What? Why, 
that nurse is always working up to the 
extreme limits of her capacity, especially when 
she allows her natural sympathy with her 
patient full play. The wonder is that 
doesn’t “break down” far more frequently 
than is actually the case. 


she 


A nurse, therefore—subject as she is to 
this incessant strain—requires, more than 
anybody else, extremely nutritious food with 
which to sustain her strength. Moreover, it 
must be food that is easily assimilated, so 
that digestion shall not still further deplete 
her system of energy. 

This is why the present offer has been 
made—an offer to send, free of all charge, to 
any nurse who will write for it, a full-size tin 
of Glaxo for her own use. 





45 KING’S ROAD, ST. 


PANCRAS, 


Glaxo is all nourishment, for it consists 
entirely of the nutritious constituents of the 
very best of pure, rich milk, extra cream and 
lactose—in a pure, germ free form. 


Glaxo is easily and quickly digested, 
because the curd of the milk has _ been 
modified by the Glaxo Process so as to be 
readily and almost instantly assimilated by 
even the most exhausted or debilitated 
system. 


Glaxo will keep for any length of time, 
being unaffected by changes of temperature 
or climate. 


Glaxo is prepared instantly with boiling 
water. In a minute you have a_ hot, 
sustaining, delicious food-drink which is so 
nutritious and so easily assimilated that you 
will immedaiately feel refreshed and _re- 
invigorated—and if you take it at bed-time 
you will find that sound, refreshing sleep will 
come naturally to you. 


**Glaxo” puts new warmth and life into the 
wearied system, builds up the strength of body and 
nerves, and forms a welcome ‘‘ comforter” during 


the long night-watches. 


will be gladly sent 
gratis, on 


A FulbFSize tin of ‘* Glaxo’ 
to you at any 
application to 


address, post free and 


LONDON, N.W. 
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A WEEKLY RECORD FOR MIDWIVES 


OF MIDWIFERY 


AND MATERNITY NURSES 








SHOULD MIDWIVES BE 
HEALTH VISITORS? 
By Our SpeciaL CoRRESPONDENT. 

‘ 

6 IDWIVES,” said one who in addition to 

being “one of them” is also a woman of 
wide experience and broad outlook, ‘‘ are very 
short-sighted people! Perhaps not quite so short- 
sighted as nurses, because midwives do realise 
that their bread and butter depends on the con- 
ditions under which they work. But so many 
of them say they have no time, for example, to 
make themselves acquainted with a circular like 
this. ” and she showed me a copy of the 
Memorandum on Maternity and Child Welfare, 
issued by the Local Government Board.! 

“But,” I said, “that memorandum may mean 
a revolution in maternity work! ’’ 

“Exactly. But 1 would back our midwives to 
let revolutions go on over their heads while they 
sail along serenely in their old groove! The 
simile is a little mixed, but it’s picturesque.’’ 

“Do you, as a midwife, object to the sugges- 
tions in the memorandum?’’ I asked. 

“On several points, yes; but my principal 
objection is to the way it has been drawn up. 
The midwives have been absolutely ignored, and 
although the objects aimed at are excellent, I 
don’t see how they are to be achieved without 
enlisting the services of the midwives. It is they 
who know the poor mothers, and the conditions 
in which children are born, and it is they who 
should be the health visitors. If they are not 
fit to be, then we must improve them! Isn’t it 
far easier to improve the thing you already have 
than to bring in floods of new people who have no 
experience? The health visitor certainly learns 
a good deal, but why not use the knowledge you 
have ready to hand, and improve on it? There 
are not too many competent people in the 
world! ”’ 

“That's true! ’’ I agreed. 

“‘Another point. The suggestions in this memo- 
randum amount to notification of pregnancy. 
Now we midwives look with the very greatest 
antipathy upon interfering in any way between 
the relationships of doctor and patient, or mid- 
wife and patient. It is a breach of professional 
confidence. Notification of pregnancy would not 
only violate that, but defeat its own ends. Of 
course we are very anxious to get attention for 
the women who require it during pregnancy. It 
is very good to have beds at the hospital, but 
difficult to arrange. I think each county might 
manage a little maternity hospital or have some 


* Wyman. 





beds provided at the county hospital for this pur- 
pose, or if necessary, at the workhouse infirm- 
At present only desperate or dying cases 
The ante-natal clinic, properly run, 
But it will not be properly 
run unless mothers are recommended by their 
midwives; and very great care must be taken 
that cases are thereby not taken from the 
midwife. I know of one instance in which the 
midwife was persuaded to send a patient to the 
clinic, where she was recommended into 
the hospital for an operation. She had already 
had four or five children, but the doctor of the 
clinic happened to be of opinion that everyone 
ought to go into hospital. So there it is! If we 
could recommend our patients to these clinics 
without incurring the risk of losing them it would 
be a very good thing; also there ought to be a 
possibility of recommending the mother or the 
child afterwards for advice at these clinics. 

“Home visiting of expectant mothers if they 
require food is excellent. But isn’t the midwife 
the one person who knows which mother does 
require food and which would only drink it away ? 
The health visitor does not know. Matters of 
bedding and clothes for the infant are also matters 
for the midwife.” 


(To be concluded.) 


aries. 
are sent in 
would be very good 
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A WORD TO MATERNITY NURSES 


HERE would be fewer troubled maternity nurses 

(and incidentally a considerable saving on our space !) 
if nurses engaging themselves to take maternity cases 
always took the precaution to use a proper form of agree 
ment. The legal adviser to Tok Nursinc Times has given 
a good deal of attention to this matter, and has drawn 
up a Form of Agreement between employer and nurse, 
and all the nurse has to do is to get a copy of this, get it 
signed and stamped at Somerset House. Maternity nurses 
requiring copies of this form may have them for 4d. each 
post free from the Manager, THe Nursinc Times, c/o 
Messrs. Macmillan, St. Martin’s Street, London, W.C 








MIDWIVES’ CLUB 


Signpiate (M. C.).—We do not understand how you 
can be a “practising midwife” if you have not passed 
the C.M.B. examination, unless, of course, you are on 
the Roll as a bond fide midwife. Otherwise you are not 
allowed to practise. If you are a trained nurse you can 
put that on your plate, and when you pass the C.M.B. 
examination you can add the words ‘“‘certified midwife.” 


C.M.B. Examination (A. D.).—At present there is no 
Midwives’ Act for Ireland, but a scheme has been 
drafted, and will probably be considered shortly. You 
would therefore be well advised to take the Central Mid- 
wives’ Board Examination, though, for the time being, 
you are free to practise without that qualification. Pro 
ably, as in England, midwives with long experience will 
be put on the register as bond fide midwives. 
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“THOSE WONDERFUL MIDWIVES” 
*HE midwives of Liverpool have sprung suddenly into 
fame! It was at a meeting of the Royal Sanitary 

Institute that they did it—quite unconsciously, of course 
The matter under discussion was ‘‘ Maternity and Child 
Welfare Schemes.’’ The paper was read by Dr. E. W. 
Hope, Medical Officer of Health for Liverpool, and in 
describing the detailed scheme now in force there Dr 
Hope on. B of the share taken in it by the midwives. 
Act, he said, the midwives them 
contributing 1s. for each birth 
they were engaged to attend. This was pooled, and the 
doctor's guinea was provided as to 15s. out of this fund, 
the balance being made up by the health committee. The 
midwife, it would be perceived, had nothing to gain and 
nothing to lose from the financial standpoint by sending 
for the doctor as often as she thought necessary, and the 
arrangement encouraged her to send. The amount paid 
to doctors last year was £999; of this £669 was provided 
by the Midwives’ Association. 

‘Almost a fairy tale!” was Dr. Eric Pritchard’s de 
scription of the midwives’ payment of the doctors, in 
the discussion that followed the reading of the paper. 
Dr. Sidney Davies of Woolwich said he much regretted 
that Dr. Hope had not brought ‘“‘those wonderful mid 
wives” to the meeting, so that those present might have 
heard more about it from them. He congratulated the 
Local Government Board on their maternity scheme, and 
would have liked to hear from some practical midwife 
something about the usual time at which expectant mothers 
were accustomed to come to the midwife for advice. 
Mrs. Deans Streatfield also asked for information on 
several points. Dr. Fairbairn said it was essential that 
the co-operation of the midwives should be obtained; the 
midwife had the entry into the homes as no outside in 
spector could have. They were beginning at York Road 
and St. Thomas’s to co-operate with the memorandum. 

Sir William Collins said a certain type of mind wanted 
everything notified; if notification of pregnancy were set 
up he could imagine that possible litigation might follow. 
He sincerely trusted that no such principle would be 
adopted. 

The matters under discussion were such as affect 
wives very vitally, yet not a midwife to give 
point of view or to answer the questions asked by several 
speakers. If there were any midwives present they retired 
modestly into the background 
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